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Better late than never! Yes we are overdue 
with this issue but not because of any lack 
of content material. Reader contributions 
have been pouring in thick and fast. Our 
problem has been manpower and lack of funds. 
Many readers probably don't realise that we 
receive thousands of letters each week and 
each one requires individual attention, which 
is very time consuming. When I started 
working on STRANGLED earlier this year I had 
to do most of the work from my home address 
because the planned SIS office was under- 
going building alterations but at that time 
the volume of mail was just about manageable. 
As the weeks progressed it became clear that 
STRANGLED was exploding. It has been enor- 
mously exciting watching the progress of the 
mag over the past six months. When I started 
STRANGLED had about two hundred readers and 
the last issue has been read by over ten 
thousand people. All this progress has been 
possible because of reader participation. 

SIS was always intended to be a service for 
the people, by the people and we now have a 
regular army of volunteers who are keeping 
the wheels in motion. However, we do need 
more help so please contact us if you live 
near enough to be able to lend a hand from 
time to time. 


Going back a couple of months, we finally 
moved into the 'office' at Hibernia House and 
gradually we went from a situation of chaos 
into ever increasing efficiency. The number 
of volunteers who have devoted hours of their 
time to reducing the backlog of work has 

been impressive enough but the quality and 
ability of these people has exceeded all our 
expectations. They are all listed opposite 
in the credits. 


For some time now I have made it clear that 
The Stranglers are not able to give personal 
replies to all the letters they receive and 
today this is even more impossible. We are 
here for the purpose of answering your que- 
stions but the number of people who expect 

a letter from the band has become quite 
ridiculous. We are fundamentally an inform- 
ation service but please do not expect a 
lengthy reply from the band to questions about 
where they buy their clothes, what their 
favourite food is and what their grandmothers 
had for breakfast. The information will be 
forthcoming because we will get the answers 
for you but the band cannot answer thousands 
of letters each week and continue to be a 
band. Personally speaking I would rather see 
them writing songs than letters and I think 
you would understand that. I am in a position 
to know the subjects of particular interest 
to each member of the band and I make it my 
business to direct these subjects towards the 





appropriate person so as to generate the kind of reading matter from 
the band that will appeal to you. So, to summarise, we will get the 
answers for you but please don't expect a personal reply as it is a 
physical impossibility. 


As you will know The Stranglers have had enormous problems to overcome 
in the past few months and indeed always ! But being people of unusual 
ability and resilience they have gradually overcome these problems and 
are able to continue with their grandiose objectives. You will be 
pleased to know that the band are most anxious that SIS is kept afloat 
Since they have always had a great respect for those who understand 
what they are doing. The injustice of Hugh's ordeal earlier this year 
should have spelt disaster for the band but still they are together. 
Hugh has written about his experiences and you can read more about this 
on other pages. Jet is preparing a similar detailed account of what 
happened in Nice and you can read more about this in later issues. 


I want to turn now to subjects that involve an enormous amount of time 
and the object of this exercise is to reduce the number of enquiries on 
the subject. Sheet music and lyric sheets. We have more letters on this 
subject than anything else. All The Stranglers' singles were released in 
sheet music form but at the present time there are certain publishing 
difficulties which have interrupted the continuation of this service. 

We cannot predict an early solution to this problem but as soon as is 
possible we will make an announcement in STRANGLED on the subject. 

The question of lyrics however, has been resolved. We are now in a 
position to supply the lyrics to any Stranglers' song. Please let us 
have your requirements in this respect and further information is avail- 
able on other vages. When sheet music becomes available we will let 

you know. 


Another topic of interest is the one-time publicised Stranglers' song- 
book. Such a book was in fact compiled and was ready for printing. 

Alas I must tell you that the artwork for this book was lost after the 
sudden death of Kevin Sparrow last Christmas who was the artist involved 
in the preparation of this book. Kevin was the man who designed what 

has become known as The Stranglers' logo. We are still seeking the where- 
abouts of the artwork from friends of Kevin but so far no-one has been 
able to locate it. 


Looking to the future, it has been most annoying to us that we have not 
been able to advise you in advance of The Stranglers' UK tour plans. As 
it happens, the last couple of sorties were arranged at such short notice 
that it was impossible for us to advise you in the appropriate issue of 
STRANGLED. So, what's next. The plans at the moment are for a tour of 
America during October/November. Immediately after that we just don't 
know at the moment. But there seems to be a possibility of a UK tour 

in January followed by another American tour. It is always difficult to 
forecast tour plans for the future because of the availability of venues 
and whether the previous ban on The Stranglers is still in operation at 
the time : Nevertheless, we will continue to give you the most up-to-— 
date information we have at the time of printing. 


The administration of the daily routine is now being done by Paul 
Roderick who's mania for efficiency is gradually ironing out the problems 
that have slowed down the processing of enquiries. 


To conclude my piece in this issue I return to my appeal in the last one 
on the mail and orders that arrive without addresses. A simple error 
that anyone can make but it leaves our people feeling guilty knowing 
that the sender is thinking, "What the hell are they doing with my 
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We received the following letter from Simon Littleford, 42 Causeway Cres., 
Linthwaite, Huddersfield ........ 


Dear Suze, For over two years I have subjected myself to nothing but The 
Stranglers and their music. My position, and point of view, has not 
changed whatsoever. The Stranglers have progressed through their albums 
and I have followed them without any distractions or outside influence 
at all. This enables me to evaluate their albums like no-one else. I 
can see things that The Stranglers, or anyone else in contact with them, 
can't see. During their absence after B.&W., something happened. What 
it was I do not know, but this is directly contributed to their current 
state of development. They have lost the key factor which made The 
Stranglers 'unique'. 


What happened to The Stranglers we all grew to love ? - that is something 
which is unanswerable by me. Only four people know that answer. I agree 
with you that The Stranglers can only reproduce the ideas that come into 
their minds. The ideas are okay but the reproduction gets distorted until 
the ideas are either wasted or irrelevant. I challenge any, or all, of The 
Stranglers to look me in the face and say that the Raven was their best 
piece of work yet. Not just for my sake, but for fans who idolise The 
Stranglers exactly the same as me, and whose numbers decrease every day. 


I know for a fact they can't and won't. The Stranglers are going into 
their death throes. Their existence relies on the next album, if it's not 
too late which I hope it isn't. I only wish I had the answer. Maybe I 
have. The fact that The Stranglers honestly believe that the Raven was 
their best work yet just makes it worse. I ask them to remember No More 
Heroes, Rattus Norvegicus, Black and White. Remember what they did with 
these albums and what they didn't do with the Raven - right down to the 
last detail. If they cannot then it is too late. It is the end of the 
road. 


I ask them to consider that their next album must be perfection in itself. 
If they are unable to determine this then ask someone who does. For their 
own sakes. After a considerable amount of thought, I have developed some 
ideas, suggestions etc., which I feel The Stranglers ought to consider 
with their next album. They are not themes for songs, they are simply 
observations made by me which if applied to the Raven would have achieved 
a better effect. If The Stranglers wish to know more, then the ideas are 
there for the asking. Surely The Stranglers appreciate the fact that there 
are certain aspects about their work which they are not aware of. I am 
aware of these. 

Yours, Simoninblack 


P.S. In relation to the video album, may I point out that 
the majority of Stranglers' fans are without video 
recorders, etc. 


Dear Simon, Jet has passed this letter on for my perusal 
and possible reply, which I now do. Firstly may I say I 
am filled with great sympathy for you that you have not 
changed your point of view and outlook in the last five 
years. Anyone who can boast (!) of this must be living 
in a complete vacuum, or, as we have drawn comparison to 
in earlier times, like a carthorse which has its blinkers 
on. This is one of the major threats we have always felt 
towards modern evolution - i.e........ if this is the way 
you have followed The Stranglers' music over the last five 
years, then you have missed the point entirely. 


I assume that all the people who have written to say they 
regard the Raven as our best LP so far have, like us, 
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developed their minds as they have grown 
older. 


You have only to refer to Descartes' writings 
to understand the complete irrelevance of 
existing in a total vacuum. How on earth can 
you infer value and importance to things 
without any relationship to any other physical 
or non-physical entity. If I lived in such 

a way I would kill myself, as it would have 
no meaning for me. Simply what happened to 
The Strangs after B. & W. and, in fact, has 
been happening since we started, is that we 
are constantly developing our evolutionary 
status as human beings/animals with a mind 
and a capacity to think and experience our 
surroundings and interpret them in our work. 


If you don't want to use your ears, eyes, 
nose and sense of touch, you might as well 
not call yourself a human being and de-sense 
yourself. OK so far ? As far as your next 
point goes, if you feel The Stranglers are in 
their death throes then that's your opinion, 
but I know they are not. If I am wrong, and 
you are right, and the band is dying, then I : 
will accept the fate, whatever it is, with open - 
arms. You see we always wanted the band to 
develop in its own way, in an organic chemical 
way and in a way which was totally uninfluenced 
by anybody's actions or words. So far - 


eer direction uninfluenced 


material totally influenced 
by circumstances. 





BAND 


This is the future behaviour of SUPERMAN when the world realises its 
total waste of energies. This may seem a slight paradox, if it does, 
you've still missed the point. Irony does not equal paradox, paradox 
has no value. 

Yours, HughinBlack 
P.S. Agreed, not all The Stranglers' fans have videos, but some do. 
OR If six oranges include three blood oranges, they are still all oranges. 


* % ¥ * * * % QED 


Dear Stranglers, As I 
was reading the second 
issue of STRANGLED I came 
across an absolute waste 
of paper -— some rubbish 
titled "Who Guards the 
Guards?". What a load of 
crap Brian Stratton wrote. 
Prison should be a hell 
hole with bad living con- 
ditions and regular 
beatings. Criminals do 
not go to prison to make 
new friends and enjoy 
themselves. Prison-is- 
not-a-holiday-camp !! 
They are put there to be 

















severely punished. If prison was a joy ride, criminals would stay criminals. 
When they get beaten up and have to live in disgusting conditions half of 
them go straight. I don't know if you'd noticed but that is the main reason 
prisons are built for. A prime example is Hugh's own escapede in Penton- 
ville. He said when leaving it. I quote "I spent 12 hours a day scrubbing 
floors, cleaning toilets and washing-up. All I know is that it's the end of 
my drug career and prison career". Hoorah! The authorities have succeeded 
in doing what they set out to do. Criminals are similar to children. The 
more you beat the hell out of them the faster they learn their lesson. As 
soon as I'm eighteen I'm going to be a prison officer and I'll beat those 
punks till they learn their lesson. That's what I'd call justice. If people 
don't want to live like that in prison they'd be wise to take my advice. 
KEEP OUT!!! Signed an angered female who can't wait to get her uniform on 
and doesn't need a pathetic Jet letter) - Crap ! es. Niggers go home. 
(No name or address supplied 


* * * * * * * * * *% * *% * 


Pathetic no, but a Jet letter you certainly do need. You would appear to be 
making an assumption that Brian Stratton's book is a load of crap. Your 
criticism would be more credible if you had firstly read the book and then 
made some demonstration that what he says is untrue. You make another 
assumption that people in prison are criminals. Well, I would think that 
there is a fair probability that some of them are but a brief research into 
penal history will reveal that many people have been found to have been 
wrongfully imprisoned and even more abominable than that, you will find that 
many innocent people have been executed (murdered). A civilised view of 
prison routine (if prisons are truly necessary) would surely be that since 
we know that a certain percentage of prisoners are innocent, all prisoners 
should, at the very least, be treated in a humane way. Beating the hell out 
of an innocent prisoner is in my view a very serious crime. Since the prison 
officer does not know which are the innocent prisoners and which are the 
guilty ones he is not entitled to beat any of them because sooner or later 
he will be assaulting an innocent victim. You, presumably don't consider 
that to be a crime, or perhaps you have never even thought about it. So, 

to reverse the coin, how do you think you would feel if you found yourself 
in prison and you were completely innocent of the crime you were charged 
with? Furthermore, how would you feel if you had your brain smashed to 
pieces by some masochistic self-righteous prison officer. I hope you never 
get to find out for your sake but it is possible, because there are always 
innocent people in prison. I also wonder if, in the event of your being 
subjected to such an experience, you would continue to have the same admir— 
ation for the prison system? You make yet another assumption regarding 

what Hugh said when leaving prison. Were you there? Did you hear him say 
it? Assumptions, assumptions, assumptions. Assumption is not justice. 

When you finally decide 

to make your application 
for a job in the prison 
service I would advise 
you to submit a copy of 
your anonymous letter and 
you will surely get the 
job, they prefer people 
who can't think. It's 
sad that you are ashamed 
of your name, mine is.... 


voevestescccedes SLack 








The following review of the Battersea gig in 1978 was sent in by Andy Barhan, 
43 Kings Park, Thundersley, Benfleet, Essex ........... We arrived at Sloane 
Square tube station just after ten and looked around for the sign posts that 
were supposed to direct us to Battersea Park. Alas, there were none so we 
decided to follow our noses and a few obvious Stranglers' fans. We stopped 
to buy some badges and then just kept walking. Eventually we found Albert 
Bridge which we crossed and came to Battersea Park. We followed the pilg- 
rimage of punks until we came to the concert gates where, at about half past 
ten, there were already a couple of thousand fans waiting for the gates to 
open. At ten to twelve we decided to get up to the gates where many fans 

had already congregated. The gates opened at 12.30 after a delay and a long 
shout of abuse from the fans to the stewards. We were near the front of the 
queue and after a bit of a squeeze we ran into the park and sat down on some 
grass about 50 metres from the stage. The DJ wasn't bad and first on were 
The Edge. They are a good new wave band and could go far in the next few 
years although I cannot say that any of their songs are memorable. After 

The Edge was Spizgz Oil - I nearly missed these when I went to buy some badges, 
they were only on for about 20 minutes and I didn't think much of them. Next 
on were The Skids. I thought they were very good but I thought they would 
have played better to a small audience inside. They were on Top of the Pops 
in November with their debut single 'Sweet Suburbia'. After The Skids was 
Peter Gabriel. I didn't think he was anything special and thought his music 
was boring. Next on the list was Johnny Rubbish who certainly lived up to 
his name, he was absolutely terrible. He sung two songs before he was booed 
off the stage. The second song was called 'Mud on my Tyre' which was a take- 
off of 'Mull of Kintyre'. Cans and other rubbish was thrown at him and half- 
way though this dreadful song he said that if anyone threw anything else at 
him he would leave the stage (I think if he had threatened to stay on an 
extra half-an-hour they would have stopped). About twenty seconds later he 
walked off the stage after a bombardment of well aimed beer cans had hit him. 


At around five o'clock The Stranglers walked onto the stage much to the del- 
ight of the eagerly waiting audience. I pushed my way up to the front with 
my trusty.camera while Hugh Cornwell said a few words about the G.L.C. First 
they sung 'Grip', then other Strangler classics followed, ‘London Lady', 'Go 
Buddy Go', ‘Something Better Change', 'Bring on the Nubiles', 'No More Heroes’, 
‘Hanging Around' and better versions of 'Curfew' and 'Death and Night and 
Blood' than I've heard before. ‘Nice 'n' Sleazy' came, complete with five 
female strippers and one male stripper who proceeded to strip off, mich to 
the delight of the crowd. The encore was '5 Minutes' and 'Tank' which came 
complete with explosions all around the stage. The song ended and the band 
departed in clouds of black smoke. I thought The Stranglers played except- 
ionally well and made over 6% thousand people happy. We left the Park with 
memories we would not forget soon. 


* * * % * * * % * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Paardeberg 
Kings Road 
Marazion 
Cornwall 


‘Dear Suzanne ....... I would be very grateful if you pass this letter on to 
The Stranglers, as it concerns their gig at St Austell on Saturday, the 12th 
July.. First of all I would like to thank them for playing such a great gig 
("Down in the Sewer' was amazing), and secondly for bothering to come and 
play in Cornwall, the place which most big groups seem to disregard these 
days. In my area we hardly get any groups except for shit-heads like the 
Cockney Rejects and The Upstarts. The Stranglers certainly made my year and 
quite a few other peoples as well. Please tell them to play St Austell again 
as there are many fans down here who would give their right arms to see them. 
Knowing that most places outside of Cornwall are inaccessible, St Austell is 
our only hope so please try and make it again. Till then we'll wait for the 
new album and the return of the Meninblack. é 

Yours, Jan and all the other Stranglers' fans in Penzance. ]. 








Dear STRANGLED Staff, I got a copy of volume 2, no. 2 at the gig at the 
Playhouse, Edinburgh (that must be the first time The Stranglers have 
played Edinburgh for about three years), and I was very interested to 
read Jet's article about the illegality of drugs. I have held similar 
views for some time now and was glad to see them in print. However, 
there were a few things I didn't entirely agree with and a few things I 
would like to add. 


Firstly, is it not the laws rather than the police force we should be 
campaigning against ? I see the police as pawns with which the author- 
ities impose their laws, some of which are necessary and sensible, others 
of which are petty and totally dispensable. Of course there are corrupt 
policemen - there are in any organisation of that size and complexity a 
number of people whose primary motive is personal gain or the suffering 

a ; E ce of others and the police, because of 
their position in society, are partic- 
ularly vulnerable to being made to look 
unjust or foolish. For every corrupt 
officer, there are several (I'm not 
going to try to put a number on that !) 
"honest coppers' who are just trying to 
do the very difficult job of keeping law 
and order and protecting the public. My 
view on the police is the same as on the 
army - if anyone's stupid enough to join, 
let them - it beats conscription anyway. 
The fact that a man can walk away from a 
murder charge because he was not cautioned 
before being charged is typical of the 
kind of petty formalities which stand 
between the police and genuine justice. 
What we need in this country is radical 
law reform, not police reform ..... mind 
you, that would help too. 


I do not think cannabis should be legal- 
ised. I believe all drugs should be. 

The reason is simple - many of the young 
people who use cannabis do so because it 
is illegal and taboo - that is the way 
most people start smoking tobacco. If 
cannabis alone were legalised, it could 
become unfashionable, and it is conceiv-—- 
able that young people might turn to 
something much more dangerous for kicks - 
amphetamines, barbs or mandrax for 
example - while if everything were legal, 
the whole dangerous romanticism of playing 
with fire would, gradually, disappear. What is definitely needed right now, 
with or without legalisation, is public education about drugs. It is unbel- 
ievably childish and naive of governments to imagine that by ignoring the 
fact of drug (ab)use and keeping the public in the dark about it they will 
discourage it. Rather, as Jet says, they will worsen the situation. 





I am convinced that many of the deaths and illnesses caused by drugs in this 
country result from a lack of knowledge on the part of the users. Even if 
they have read their textbooks, they cannot be sure of what they are being 
given on the naturally corrupt and extortionate black market. If the ille- 
gality and taboo were lifted, the dangers would be greatly reduced - drugs 
could be tested for purity, the black market would die out, people with 
addiction problems could receive treatment without fear of legal hassles 

or stigma, etc., etc.,...e++e++. if the public are aware of the full facts 
about drugs, there will be no need to ‘experiment', and the glorification 
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of self-abuse will diminish. The present situation results in unnecessarily 
worried parents, ill-educated kids who do not appreciate the dangers of their 
experiments and a lot of very sick people who have very real fears about try- 
ing to get treatment without legal harrassment. The illegality of drugs is 
wasting the time of users and would-be users, the general public, the customs 
service and the police. It is also wasting a great deal of public money and 
encouraging the growth of a black market of dangerous proportions. As to the 
possible dangers of legalisation, if people are allowed to take calculated 
risks like jumping the Grand Canyon on a motorbike......ceccoes 


In Iran people are lined up and shot in the street for drug offences. Does 
this discourage others? Apparently not. If I may mis-quote Voltaire I think 
you will see my point:- "il est bon de tuer de temps en temps un toxicomane 
pour encourager les autres." Thanks for a great show at the Playhouse. 
Andrew Burnet.. P.S. I worked recently -on the staff of Chambers' Dictionaries. 
I showed them Jet's remarks on the 
C.T.C.D. and the 0.C.D. Needless to 
say, they were delighted! 
* *% % * * *% % * * * 
* * * * * * * * % * 


Dear Suze, Thought I'd drop you a 
line because I haven't written for a 
long time and besides I've just been 
reading the interview with Jet Black 
in the New Musical News. I was quite 
surprised by what was being 'quoted' 
and written until it came to the last 
two paragraphs, then instead of leav- 
ing the decision to the public on 
whether The Stranglers were "guilty" 
or "innocent" the news paper big 

/ bosses have a dig in the last two 
* paragraphs. To quote "but take him 
away from all this and put him back 
in context and it's a whole different 
kettle of fish; he has three other 
members of the band to contend with 
plus thousands of heaving haranguing 
hedonistic kids. Here anything could 
happen. 28s 2eeeock.'n roi, 


It's like banging your head against 

a brick wall sometimes, for a start 
how anyone can describe Dave Green- 
field as having a violent influence 
on people is beyond me and as for 
that description of us; I mean what 
do they expect us to do, sit up and 
give moderate applause at the end of 
each number with the occasional shout 
of Bravo, Bravo: like at Wimbledon, 
or indeed Fulham football club (or is 
: it rugby club now). The way they 
describe it, it almost sounds as if it's common place to have a riot at a 
Stranglers' concert. God knows what they imagine, perhaps black-head encru- 
sted youths who order a cosh and a few chairs at the bar and then mingle with 
the crowd to dish out a few grievous injuries to other people already brand- 
ishing blood stained chair-legs. Have you seen that ad. in most music papers 
for Deep Purple where it shows an empty dance floor with hundreds of smashed- 
up chairs strewn around like confetti at a wedding, or do they consider that 
normal? Why the isolation of incidents at Stranglers' gigs. Me thinks it's 
because they want to destroy The Stranglers before they expose their corrupt 
profession mind you I feel the public are to blame. I mean who'd buy a news- 
paper telling how Rod Stewart had scandalous relationships with shady women. 
Christ, every man must have relationships with woman, it's just media explo- 
itation. Stephen Tune. Sheffield. =) 








CHARLES DARWIN —- MAN OR MYTH ? 





Many readers must be aware of the name Charles Darwin in connection with 
his travels to the Galapagos Islands which were very well documented and 
dramatised in the BBC/TV series "The Voyage of the Beagle" quite recently. 
As a result of these studies and others he was able to formulate a theory 
which he wrote about in the books "The Origin of the Species" and "The 
Theory of Evolution". These books when they were published created a wave 
of hysterical criticism from the conservative ranks of the Victorian liter- 
ary circles, for here was a young upstart zoologist proudly proclaiming a 
link between man and the ape, the creature most like him in the animal king- 
dom. It was heralded as a work of genius and, at the same time, a work of 
blasphemy, something attributable to the devil. Religion has always 
placed man quite distinctly above all other forms of life on earth and 
a Darwin was suggesting that religion was not telling us the truth 
and further to this that man was a direct descendent of the ape 
<2) and therefore related to the ape - a monkey. 
































I spent some time studying Darwin and his theory of evolution 
during my bio-chemical training and, at the same time, accepted 
it quite unquestioningly. However, the more The Stranglers have 
become interested in the eternal questions "What are we ?, Where 
do we come from ?, Where are we going ?" the more I am inclined 
to reject Darwin's work and theories but for different reasons 
than those which greeted it in the 1860's when it was first pub- 
lished. Recently more and more people are becoming aware in our 
modern world of consequential happenings, probabilities, instances 
of fate, and they are becoming more and more curious. Religion 
has been a great aid to ignorance as religion seemingly explains 
away the inexplicable. Throughout biblical writings strange 
phenomena are constantly reported and our technological know- 
ledge is advancing so fast that certain passages which in 
earlier times were mysterious and without any apparent meaning, 
have now been interpreted as descriptions of possible futur- 
istic space craft and space beings. 


‘130 YMyomMLeY 


Back to Darwin. His evolutionary theory was an 
ingenious conclusion to reach from observed phen- 
omena and after the original huha had died down 
people became more than willing to accept it as 
gospel. Here was a perfect explanation, scien- 
tifically based, of how we, the human being, 
came about on this earth. Darwin showed how 
certain isolated species of animals could 
firstly change their habits of living and 
eventually change their physique in adaptation 
to the change in their habits. In other words 
they could come full circle to explain the way 
they look. let us take an example. According 
to Darwin giraffes at first had short necks. 
These short-necked giraffes ate all the leaves 
on low branches of trees. Then the only gir- 
affes that could get enough to eat for survival 
were those that could reach the leaves on higher 
branches, that is those with longer necks. 

This he called the survival of the fittest. 
Therefore slowly but surely giraffes with long 
necks survived and flourished and replaced those 
with short necks. I was spoon-fed this at the 
age of sixteen and at the time it seemed reason- 
ably logical. However later in my studies I 
learnt that changes in any organism are due to 
genetic changes and these, in turn, are caused 
by a process called mutation. Mutation is an 
uncharacteristic occurence in the replication of 
genes. It's an accidental process which can and 





























does occur when cells divide and reproduce but 
the rate at which it occurs is very, very low. 
It therefore follows that the rate at which 
changes in environment can be translated and re- 
flected by any structural change in any organism 
is directly dependent upon the rate of cell 
division or the organism turnover. From this 
perhaps we can appreciate how come bacteria can 
adapt very quickly to changes in their immediate 
environment because their rate of reproduction is 
very high and the rate at which mutations occur 
is correspondingly also very high, much higher 
than in an organism which takes longer to turn 
over a generation. After I found this out in 
genetics studies it suddenly seemed that for 
Darwin's giraffes to have occured it would have 
taken a fuck of a long time for a giraffe with 
such a long neck to have completely taken over 
in a population of giraffes with different neck 
lengths. It's here that Darwin's theory falls 
flat on its face. 


Such a shame. It's lasted us so well and satis-— 
fied so many curious school boys over the 
years. Unfortunately that leaves us with a 
bit of a dilemma. What do we put in its 
place ? Well, what options are open to 
us ? Not many I'm afraid unless we 
work upon the hypothesis, the crack- 
pot hypothesis of life, on our being 
influenced in its course by outside 
influences, that is outside intelli- 
gence. Then it becomes feasible 
that man could have been a bio- 
chemical experiment by alien 
intelligence placed here amongst 
indigenous life forms, its 
functioning being based 
upon those systems already 
in evidence in forms of 
life already present but 
maybe developed to a 
much higher degree, for 
example the brain and 
associated features. 
How feasible is this ? 
Well in Genesis of the 
Bible we have a refer- 
ence to God making man 
in His own image and 
furthermore that woman 
was made from a rib of 
man. This is already 
suggestive of certain 
present day tissue 
culture techniques 
where organisms can be 
cloned from a single < 
parent cell. All too much to digest ? Maybe. 
But just think, wouldn't it be great to know the 
ultimate truth. To have no fear of the unknown 
because that's basically what's caused most 
suffering and misunderstanding in this world and 
has given us weird examples of human self-decep- 
tion like Darwin's theory of evolution. a1 


H.Cornwell 
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THE STRANGLERS' DISCOGRAPHY 


As the most frequent question received at our office relates to the 
Stranglers' discography, it seems a good idea to include the following 
details as a permanent feature in STRANGLED. 


a Alc a ene eee 


TITLE CAT.No. LABEL RELEASED 
SR ya ric PRR eee ne 
ALBUMS 
Rattus Norvegicus UAG 30045 U.A. 1977 
No More Heroes UAG 30200 MisAi 1977 
Black and White UAK 30222... U.A. 1978 
Live X-Cert UAG 30224 U.A. 1979 
The Raven UAG 30262 U.A. 1979 
The Meninblack 227: 22772. Tome 1981 
SINGLES 
Grip - London Lady UP 36211 U.A. 1977 
Peaches — Go Buddy Go UP 36248 U.A. 1977 
Something Better Change - Straighten Out UP 36277 U.A. 1977 
No More Heroes - In the Shadows UP 36300 U.A. 1977 
5 Minutes - Rok It To The Moon UP 36350 U eae 1978 
Nice 'n' Sleazy - Shut Up UP 36379 U.A. 1978 
Walk On By — Old Codger - Tank UP 36429 Usdis 1978 
Duchess - Fools Rush Out BP 308 U.A. 1979 
Nuclear Device - Yellowcake U.F.6 BP 318 U.A. 1979 
Bear Cage - Shah Shah a Go Go BP 344 U.A. 1980 
Who Wants the World - MIB (waiting for 'em) BPX 355 U.A. 1980 
MAXI SINGLES 12" 
Bear Cage — Shah Shah a Go Go 12-BP 344 U.A. 1980 
E.P. = 

on't Bring Harry - bie! 

Crabs - In the Shadows STR 1 U.A. 1979 


FREE SINGLES 

Choosey Susie - Peasant in the Big Shitty 

(Free with Rattus album) (Limited issue) FREE 3 Uh 1977 
Walk On By - Tits - Mean To Me 


(Free with B & W album)(Limited issue) FREE 9 De a ae 
SOLO ALBUM J.J.BURNEL 

Euroman Cometh UAG 30214 Us Ae 1979 
SOLO SINGLE J.J.BURNEL 

Freddie baker — Ozymandias UP 36500 U.A. 1979 
SOLO ALBUM H.CORNWELL 

Nosferatu UAG 30251 U AS 1979 
SOLO SINGLE H.CORNWELL 

White Room — Losers in a Lost Land BP 320 WA's 1979 


EH HE SE HEME TE SE HE IE M6 AE SE BE IE IE HE BE IE BE IE HEHE IE HE TE HEHE HEHE ETE TE HEME HEH EE TEE HE HE TE HE TE HEE HE HE HEHE HE SE HEE TE HE HE HE HE HE SE HE HE HE HE HE HE HE HE 


Overseas readers should note that the above are British releases and may 
not necessarily be on general release outside Britain. However, imported 
copies are available from specialist record shops in most major western 
cities. 
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IMPORTS 


Records by The Stranglers which do not appearin the above list, are 
imported copies of foreign releases. These foreign releases are usually 
identical to the British release except for the label and sometimes the 
Sleeve. There are a few exceptions however, where different tracks have 
been issued as singles or compilations and more unusually, a few tracks 
have been recorded with foreign lyrics. We are endeavouring to make some 
of these unusual releases available to STRANGLED readers. 
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' INSIDE INFORMATION ' 


"Then I was put in with all the other guys that had been sent down. There's 
about six guys all sitting on a bench. Really crowded. One would come in 
and they'd say "What 'appened Lenny then?" Lenny says "Well, three months". 
fhen they'd say "Cor, you jammy bastard". Then someone else comes in and 
says "What a bastard, he's given me fuckin' eighteen months", and everyone's 
really sympathetic to him. They're swearing at these judges. There's one 
guy called Judge Friend who's like a ve. 

nutter apparently, a complete nutcase. e 
wants to take everybody outside and shoot INSIDE INFORM Ie”) 





‘em. And there's all these things on the 
walls saying "Judge Friend is no friend of 
mine", or "What a cunt Friend is" or "Friend 
is a Nazi pig" or "Friend will get his 
dues". I was looking at these and saying 
"This Friend is a popular bloke" and they'd 
say "Cor, that Friend, I'd like to get his 
pollocks on the end of a shovel or really 
Squeeze “CMs scenes civ cies ecco s 





"There was a cockroach plague while I was 
there. Tons of cockroaches all over the 
place. As soon as we were locked in the 
cells of a night we had to quickly bung 
things under the door to stop the cockroa- 
ches coming in. One guy had a plague of 
them in his cell. He'd wake up in the 
middle of the night and they'd be crawling 
all over his face. He rang the bell one 
night and they switched the light on and he 
spent the rest of the night killing them. 
Next day he showed us about fifty cockroa- 
ches dead all over the place. He said 
"It's doing me ‘ed in". We turned it into 
a giggle and one guy made up a sign saying 
"Cockroaches This Way" with an arrow point- 
ing to his door." 


A brief extract from Hugh's book ‘Inside 
Information' which is being published by SIS. 

"Inside Information' is a detailed account of Hugh's experiences from the 
day he ran into a police road block, until the day he emerged from the grim 
portals of Pentonville Prison. This book is not only revealing but 
compelling reading which forms an appropriate sequel to our last book offer: 
"Who Guards The Guards". Although Pentonville is one of our softer prisons, 
Hugh's book adds a great deal of credibility to Brian Stratton, who was one 
of the first people to expose the shameful truth about the British penal 
system in his book "Who Guards The Guards". It is interesting to note that 
Hugh's account of prison life concurs with a number of Brian Stratton's 
experiences, so quickly denounced as "rubbish" by his many critics. The 
complacent attitude that "they get what they deserve", which enables people 
to ignore the reality of British justice also facilitates the practice of 
internment without trial and torture of inmates at the whim of Government 
officials, as exposed by international watchdogs of human rights in Northern 
Ireland. Complacency is the father of disease and the mother of revolution. 
The excesses of officialdom need constant scrutiny if a new Belsen is to be 
avoided. If the truth is ignored you may find yourself behind bars one-day 
because a "respectable" madman is allowed to get away with it unchallenged. 
It is true that a lot of people who should be in prison are already there 
but they are not necessarily the prisoners: 


‘Inside Information’ is available from 
SIS for 50p plus 20p postage & packing 13. 


MIVYID AOWd 








MYIOMLYY 


Dear Jet, Whilst explaining the word 'bullshit' in STRANGLED Number 2 you 
said that the '0' level was bullshit. Can I invite you to expand on this? 
The 'O' level itself is completely wrong anyway because some people who 
aren't really bright tan get them really easily by just remembering what 
the teacher says, but not really understanding it, which defeats the whole 
object surely? And by the time they are seventeen they've forgotten it all. 
I myself never got such qualifications and so I have been discriminated 
from many jobs. I mean, no kid acts the same at school as they do at home 
do they? Just because I haven't got any 'O' levels does this mean I am a 
complete idiot? I feel that I failed to qualify for the '0' level course 
because I did nothing that really interested me. Schools seem to me to 
stick to their curriculum and you don't get the chance to do your own thing. 
Surely if you are good at something you should be able to pursue it as much 
as possible. 


Also, in my experience, schools aren't really social enough. I remember 
when we had a new headmaster the only thing he was bothered about was 
whether everyone was wearing their ties correctly or not and remained ignor- 
ant of education matters. The only conclusion I could draw from that was 
that it was for the sake of prestige when visitors came. For four years 
while I was there, he never spoke to me once nor made any attempt to. What 
a shitty attitude to take. Teachers are regarded as enemies and not as 
allies, but this is to be expected when many teachers only come to school to 
teach and not act like humans. Anyway thanks for listening. Mark Frost. 

He * 
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Dear Mark, I agree with everything you say. Too much attention is given 
to the desirability of acquiring academic qualifications these days and far 
too little to the personal interests and natural abilities of the student. 
This mania for education is all bunk. Like water, we find our own level. 
Some find it at school others find it after school. I know people with 
qualifications ten miles long and they're as miserable as sin because they 
can never get the job they like. Of course many people do but that can't. 
be an arguement for education; we can't all be bank managers. The happiest 
people I know, have, like me, no qualifications for anything. They just go 
out and DO IT. 


Ignore the prophets of doom. You will find your own level. Jet Black. 
\4 











S. Tanner of 53 Arodene Road, Brixton Hill, London SW2 2BQ wrote the 
following ....ccceccves 

Dear Jet, I am writing in reference to a remark you made in replying to 

a letter written by Mrs. S.A. Knapman. In the seventh paragraph you imply 
the '0' levels are bulishit since "it is a method of obtaining results by 
inducing a fear of failure". Before sitting my '0O' levels in June I would 
have agreed with you, adding that 'O' levels were not a measurement of 
intelligence but memory. As my memory is terrible I was dreading the dates 
of my sittings but I found that certain exams openly questioned my intelli- 
gence and background knowledge of world events, such exams were geography 
and economics. In geography questions were, for example, on the lines of :- 


1) What are the social and economic problems caused by slums ? Whilst in 
economics (a subject I hear Jean Jacques is familiar with) the questions 
were, for example, along the lines of 1) What are the social and economic 
benefits of international trade? And 2) Why do some countries impose barr- 
iers on international trade? What are the advantages and disadvantages ? 

So in reply to your yearning for a system which evoked an "irresistable des- 
ire to learn" I state, through first hand experience, that the seeds of such 
a system could already be planted. One last point I would like to make is 


in the year 1981 (I believe) 'O' levels discontinue. Could this fact illu- 


strate that through the new system students will he encouraged to take “in 
more practical examples around them instead of working along the lines 
where a theory set about years ago has to be correct (letting students 
think for themselves). 


I would summarise that the system you and I look forward to could be devel- 
oping under our noses. 

P.S. Love the new stuff. Cheers to you and the rest of the band. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * a * * 


Hugh would like to express his thanks to LOCAD for the Honorary Membership 
as described below. 


LEAGUE OF COMMON=SENSE AND DECENCY 


Dear Miss Prior, 
The League Of Commonsense And Decency were appalled at the severity of 
Hugh Cornwell's prison sentence. The League wishes to offer its sympathies 
both to Hugh and to other members of -the band. 

The League hasadmired The Stranglers from the very beginning, we admire 
the band's stance on many issues; It is for these reasons that we have decided 
to make Hugh Cornwell an ‘Honourary Member’ of L.O.C.A.D. 

We hope that the band will be able to tour the North again soon, L.0.C.AD. 
members were privileged enough to see. them in October ( Manchester & Blackburn) 
and thoroughly enjoyed the concerts. 


All the best for the future. 


L.0.C.A.D. DIRECTOR OF INFORMATION 
KARL VON STEIN 


\S. 











WHO GUARDS THE HEAVIES ? 


After the recent gig at the Lyceum, which was enjoyable despite the lack 

of oxygen, we, like any other ardent fans wanted to speak to the band them- 
selves. This proved somewhat difficult (we'll know next time to bring a 
blow-lamp and wear protective suits) as every part of the building seemed 

to be guarded by Sumo wrestlers posing as bouncers. On reaching part X we 
were directed tc point Y then led back to part X or cutside. We had been 
told befcre the gig that if we waited by a certain door we would gain access 
to the backstage area. However the stage manager would not let us in because 
he accused us of being rude to him (7). The door was shut, but not before 
he called us "fucking little liggers". Yet whilst we were standing there 
three 'muppets' (as Hugh called them) fresh after a bout of standing still, 


waltzed backstage because they knew Fred Bloggs on the guest list. We ended ~ 


up outside, ‘ushered' there by the bouncers. But you can't keep a good 
W.I.B. down and finally we made it outside the rcom where The Stranglers 
were being held. We waited there for an hour until the fans outside (about 
‘twenty at the most) were, like animals, let in two by two to receive their 
token autograph and were not encouraged to overstay their visit as the room 


| 
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was full. A number of people began to leave so we thought ve might be allowed, 


in, but visiting time vas over. We ended up, once again, outside. We real- 
ise that it was the end of the tour and The Stranglers must have been exhau- 
sted. but it seems that if you sweep the stage or empty the ashtrays you can 
meet the group but not if you have a genuine interest in the group and their 
music. 


Thanks to anyone who “as nice te us 
"fucking littie liggers", we appr ated 
will have this much trouble ge SeeCLanec COP ths svete san es Sa Cee eee 
5 The ¥.I.B's (Excuse the smirk on Hugh's face) 
. Courtney, 20 Wimpole St, London W.1. 
* * * * ¥ * Ca * * * * * * * * * * x x *% * * * * * * 
Dear W.I.B's, Your frustration is understandable. ‘Ye do meet as many of the 
audience as % nat every gig where it is possible, but you will realise 
that it is’ no ways possible, and to meet everyone is quite impossible. 
We would pref 
it is the venue owners and promoters who are obliged to provide 'security' 
for public safety reasons and you will find that a percentage of people with 
power will misuse it. We do more than most bands to improve the environment 
at gigs in these matters and it usually gives us more trouble than you can 
imagine ! I appreciate your thanks to those who treated you like people and 
trust that they were ‘our’ people. I-don't think the MIB's are having as 


and treated us like people and not 
a t. We wonder if the meninblack 
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much trouble as it seems they are already here. I like the drawing. Bye .... 


‘ies ivadaes eee. sess, Dave Greenfiéid 

* %* oe * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * % * * 
Jean dJacques' article overleaf contains Japanese words and expressions which 
will be unfamiliar to most, so he has compiled the following glossary :- 


ee 
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Geijin Fereigner. 
NE. ? Japanese for isn't it. 
Nippon Japan. 
Commander Perry American Naval Captain whose gunboat forced Japan to 
open up to the west in 1853. 
Axis Hitler's Germany, Mussolini's Italy, Japan. 
Maiko Virgin Geishas. 
Haiku A form of poetry special to Buddhist Japan. 
Yakuza Japanese Mafia. 
Kyokushinkai Style of karate known for its concentration on endurance, 


full contact and power. Literally the way of the see- 
king for the truth. 


Toyama Mitsuru Extreme patriot who founded a secret society to assass- 
inate foreigners. 

Daimyo Feudal Samurai Lord. 

47 Ronin An event in the 19th century involving samurai who did 


not have a feudal lord (Ronin) and who made a desperate 


fatal gesture against the sudden change in samurai status 


ea 
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The following article by Jean Jacques appeared in a Japanese newspaper a 
few weeks ago. 


| "Recently I was told that my relationship with Japan was getting sour; 

| that my views and opinions about this country and its culture were wrong 
and that as a result of my interpretation of things Japanese I was misin- 
terpreted and taken in the wrong way. This sounded both plausible and yet 
absurd. Plausible because by contemporary Japanese standards black, short- 
ish hair, interest in Martial Arts, admiration for Mishima, interest in 
Budo, even motor cycling, all give a picture of a right wing person; and 
this a contemporary musician should never be, apparently. Absurd because 
for there to be such a reaction to my interpretation of Japanese things 

: there had to be some basic sensitivity or paranoia to this interpretation. 
After all, I may look up into the sky and see exactly the same moon as you 
but that vision will almost certainly have a different place in your heart 
to mine, especially if we are viewing it from different places. A person 

is the sum total of their experiences, hopes, etc., and their interpretation 
of just about anything can be as subtle and infinite as life. Certainly one 
does generalise - I mean, the chances that a member of the Nazi party hates 
Jews is a pretty safe bet, but to judge a geijin by Japanese standards is 

as fascistic as a middle-aged member of the local city council going to a 
Rock Gig, finding the music far too loud (maybe judging it by Koto music 
standards) and wanting the whole thing banned. NE ? I realise that I am 
geijin in Nippon but more specifically a European in Europe. I am not asha- 
med of what I am but nevertheless am continually reappraising my views about 
myself and the world in which I live the more I learn, whether it is about 
myself, Europe or even Japan, whatever. I was asked to explain how I got 
into Japanese culture and explain I will but this is in no way an excuse. 


‘1934 AsvD WIOMLYY 


When we leave school in England sports and all physical activities become 
entirely voluntary. As a student Karate was offered as a choice of extra- 
curricular activity and the idea immediately attracted me as an exotic, 

esoteric and aesthetic means by which one could channel a natural 
instinct and improve one's potential by physical and mental disc- 
ipline. Aesthetic because it seemed a more complete art than 

, any of the western fighting arts and esoteric because after 

all wasn't Japan still a rather unknown quantity to a Euro- 

pean kid. Apart from the early Portuguese Jesuits and 

‘ occupying troops (namely Americans) how many people had 

experienced Japanese culture as opposed to more commercial 

commodities. As it happens the fighting art that was 
taught there was Tae Kwon Do, a Korean martial art but 
at the time I was unaware of the subtleties involved in 
fighting an adversary and the many ways in differing phil- 
osophical attitudes that could govern what were essent- 
ially the same moves; subtleties like the very word 

Karate - the Chinese hand became officially the open hand 

in the 1920's. From Karate onwards the world became a 

more subtle place. Zen (a thousand times more physically 

demanding than Christianity), would constantly rear its all 
encompassing head. Until Karate, Japan was Chinese-looking 
people who had been bombarded by Perry; had formed part of 
the Axis and had not fulfilled the conditions of the Geneva 
convention as regards P.O.W.S.3; and we didn't see them as 
often in war films as Germans (unless the U.S. marines were 
being heroes in the Pacific again). Japan was geisha ( I didn't 
know about Maiko then), and women paid to entertain had to be 
prostitutes. Didn't they ? Zen made everything important - if 
it wasn't then it was a waste of time. Life, as are all things, 
is too transient to waste. Christianity glorified life and alm- 
ost made death a boobie prize. The tea ceremony. The differences 
in speaking formality; a newer hierarchy of idea. Flower arrang- 
ing. A student after seven years of studying asked his master if 
he was ready to leave and go out into the world. As it was raining 
outside the master asked him on what side of the door had he left 
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his umbrella. The student could not remember and stayed another seven 
years. Vikings never wrote Haiku. ; 


It was once mentioned that team sports were fascistic because they bred 

the group spirit; that the martial arts were also a breeding ground for 
right wing attitudinizing because they were based on a definite tradition- 
al hierarchy - master down the grades - even though they were a clear way 
to self fulfillment, they were conducted in a group way. In Japan, appare- 
ntly the martial arts are a traditional centre for yakuza re~ 5 cruitment. 
They are a traditional Migi domain. It would appear from x = this 
that right wingers were always fitter than left wingers. fe AS Also, 
what would this make a workers co-operative - a fascist .~ VE. 

exercise in economics? Would this mean that all music SS 
played in a group was intrinsically right wing? 









Over the years I became aware of Kyokushinkai and s 
some differences in approach and teaching with other Figs 
styles such as Wadoryu, Shotokan, Sankukai, Goju Ryu/\@ 
and Kempo etc. Then other names became more famili-;% 
ar - Kendo, Sumo, Judo, Aikido, Jujitsu etc. A aX 
Buddhist saying which hung over the entrance to mon- ‘\\“—= J 
asteries in Tibet (that is before the Chinese took Bs wes 

over), "a thousand priests, a thousand religions"; Vs 
but it never said whether they loved the same God or ms. Hl 
Gods. Sara 


At round about the same time as my first interest in Ni 
Karate I became aware of another Japanese influence which 

had been gradually gaining momentum and which suddenly a 
seemed to explode all around me. Motor cycles have continued 
to play an important part in my life and indeed affected my life-style for 

a number of years. Names such as Honda, Yamaha, Suzuki, Kawasaki which had 
been until then identified with small cylindered, high revving engines, 
began appearing in‘ever increasing numbers on the same roads as me and in- 
creasingly as larger capacity engines. MY roads were overtaken by these 
fast nasty sounding motor bikes. I didn't like them. The more there were 
of them,.the more I was polarized towards the sole remaining marque of motor 
bike which had not succumbed in the face of the Japanese invasion. TRIUMPH. 
In retrospect there is a clear reverse analogy here between the adaptability 
of the Japanese in the face of superior western arms; the subsequent treaty 
of 1854; consequently the renunciation of Shogun power in 1867; the restora- 
tion of imperial power with Meiji; the rapid disappearance of Feudalism in 
1870 (which after all was a revolution bearing in mind that Samurai power 
had existed since the 13th centuary), and the lack of flexibility of the 
British motor cycle industry-in the face of Japanese competition. The 
Triumph Bonneville, the sole remaining production line motor bike in Britain 
is not even a technical competitor to Japanese bikes and yet has never sold 
sO many as recently. This doesn't explain the particular satisfaction of 
riding this particular motor bike but merely demonstrates a reaction to the 
ever increasing sophistication of two-wheeled transport. 









In 1977 I had the choice of either going to the USA or Japan on a promotional 
visit for The Stranglers. I had never visited either but the choice was 
simple. To recount my first and subsequent impressions is another story but 
I discovered Yukio Mishima. To many he was a right wing reactionary but not 
quite Toyama Mitsuru. To me that was almost completely irrelevant. The 

more I learnt about him and his works the more a picture emerged of a man 
not unlike European Renaissance Man. Earlier The Stranglers had admired 
Trotsky for dying while still believing and in action. We were hardly 
Trotskyists. Neither amI a right wing Japanese nationalist. To call 
Mishima a fascist is to denigrate a great Jap, to place his- passion in a 

time warp. His passion is timeless. Worthy enemies force you to respect 
them. Maybe the Japanese left-wing students of the late 60's who derided 
Mishima the symbol, respected Mishima the passion — they even once met on 
common ground - the dislike for the renewal of the American Japanese Defence 
Treaty. Although spurned by the very people he loved who were his raison 
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d'etre, his fellow countrymen, he died a death which although regarded as 
disgusting by many must surely have earnt him the begrudging respect of 
even his most vehement critics. In Mishima a European can identify Rena- 
issance Man and Nietzsche's 'Ubermensch'. How many artists truly 

"live" their art? Mishima lived 'Hagakure'. To me he embodies more of 
the Japanese spirit than does the exhibition _ in London at the Victoria 
and Albert museum, supposedly of Japan- Z% ese culture. (Is it 
really possible to encapsulate the spirit of a 
nation or merely document a history and make 
generalisations there from?) This 
exhibition showed the products 
Japan's factories; the 
products of an education 
system created to exploit , 
the oil pipelines; the J 
products of an all Ces 
powerful economic system 
which somehow does not 
exercise a world influence 

in relation to its 

economic power. Japanese 
banks must be very happy to 

be wealthy without respons- 
ibility; the products of 
Ostrich politics. You are 
told that the feudal system no 
longer exists and yet three to 

four thousand people are in control of a hundred 
million. The principles of Bushido are immensely 
important in Japanese big business. Have you ever 
lied to yourselves? Are your politicians and 
business men so afraid of being part of the outside 
world, of involvement, because they need that oil? 









There is a European saying which goes "Those who do not 
learn from history are compelled to repeat its mis- 
takes". After the second world war Germany's physical 
links with its past were virtually non-existent. Its 
leaders dead, its cities almost completely laid to waste, but 

its past and its culture certainly not ignored nor were the 

conclusions of history. In Japan many among the young deny the past 
and yet the old symbols of power remain although the Emperor may no 
longer be a descendant of God. The old feudal system supposedly exists 
only on television but a recent survey in Japan showed that young people 
were not very politically aware. Is ignorance bliss? Maybe Japanese 

young people just want to have a good time (while they can) and permanent 
safe employment with the technological Daimyolike Mitsubishi, Nissan, Yamaha 
etc. Is the spirit of the 47 Ronin dead? I have been fortunate enough to 
come into contact with people in your country from as far as Okinawa to 
Hokkaido who aren't as Ostrich like or as cynical as those in the music 
establishment. Tomorrow's answers are.....today's questions."J.dJ.Burnel. 


* *% *% * ¥* * * * * * * * * 
Paul Carew has sent in the following review of the Birmingham gig 16.7.80 
"Tl arrived at the Odeon about 7.30 when the Tea Set were playing. I was ‘ 


quite disappointed as I arrived, as they were into their last two songs. 
A short break and on came Headline. They took up their instruments with 
chants of "Don't knock the bald head" which they left off with after an 
interesting half-hour. Another short break. The giant Raven curtain came 
down at the back of the stage and the crowd were getting impatient and 
restless for The Stranglers to turn up. To the approval of the crowd The 
Stranglers came on and Dave started up the keyboards with the entrance to 
‘Shah Shah A Go Go' which went very well and they went straight on into 
‘Ice'. They played a few new songs which ended and then came the classic 
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'Hanging Around' and a cheerful 'Duchess'. After ‘Who Wants the World' 
Hugh shouts "We're not fascists, we're not priests, we're not the men- 
inblack, we're just waiting for 'em", and they sang it (with words). 
The show went on with some old favourites 'Tank', 'Toiler', 'Wog', and 
'Nuclear Device' followed by a brilliant 'Genetix' to end a brilliant 
set. They went off. The crowd wanted more and got more about four 
minutes later. With a fast '5 Minutes' and the 'Raven' off they went 
again. More was to come. On they came again with Hugh saying "You 
might just have heard of this one" and in came 'Peaches' to end a 


fantastic night I'll never forget. 
* * * * * * * * *& 


60 Silo Drive 
Farncombe 
Godalming 
Surrey 


Dear Suze, I'd like this to be an 
open letter to all STRANGLED read- 
ers. The only thing that's worry- 
ing me more and more about the state 
of our country right now is that 
dread and ever more prevalent dis- 
ease — APATHY. I have had first- 
hand experience of this myself, 
because only a few weeks ago I was 
in danger of getting the same way 
myself - of letting myself slide 
under, waving goodbye to my own 
ideals and getting washed along 
with the predictable masses. Then I 
thought "sod this - if I have got 
to exist here then I'm bloody well 
not going to sink like the resti" 
So where does that get me ? 


For two years I was on the Committee 
of my local Trade Union. I thought 

i -| that being on the inside was the 
What it really looks like only way to get things altered. I 
tell you - that proverbial brick 
wall had never seemed harder than 
when I was sitting through frustrating meetings listening to absolute drivel, 
and getting blank stares or embarrassed looks when I put in my two penn'orth. 
So I came off the Committee this year with a total sense of disillusionment. 
In hindsight, maybe I shouldn't have left - but I couldn't change things on 
my own. You've got to change things from the inside - but you need muscle 
- by sheer weight of numbers. A lot of people are puttings ads in STRANGLED 
saying you want to write to people — well, I'd like to hear from you because 
I'm bloody sure I'm not the only one thinking like this. I think we're all 
lacking the communication - what are you all doing ? You've got to make 
your own statement - whether you support CND, or Amnesty International or 
The Prisoners' Rights Association or if you're just saving the poor bloody 
whale. Perhaps you just want a job (a tough one that - miracles are hard 
to work, especially against M.T.'s Government). Okay, maybe I sound like 
an idealist - but sure as Hell things only get worse if we sit on our arses 
all day and moan. Let's all get up and at least have one great big collec- 
tive moan - it's a start. By supporting The Stranglers it's a step in the 
right direction - making a statement about how we feel and think. I don't 
want to exist - I want to live and I'm the only one that can do anything 


about that. How about you ? 





Maureen Harrington Q\ 
(Guildford 64926 daytime) . 
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, EXCLUSIVE: EXCLUSIVE 


It has taken much 


longer than expected to get this far and regret- 


tably it will be much longer before we are able 
Full details will be sent out 


to send full details to the many- who have written 
automatically and as early as is possible. 


IMPORTS The imports mentioned in the last issue 
have been ordered from all around the world and 


are being despatched to us. 


for information. 
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Extraterrestrial Ancestral Concept 


The absurdity of alien beings is not treated as lightheartedly by the 
US Government as they like us to believe. Far from it. For many years 
now the USAF have assumed a policy of censorship on this theme. All 
sightings are divided into two categories:- 1) possibly false and 2) 
genuine. 


The false sightings are publicly reported, emphasised and then publi- 

cly taken to pieces - leaving the media disbelieving all sightings. 

The reaction to this is that the public naturally assume UFO's don't 

exist. The press/media are more reluctant to cover these stories and 

so genuine sightings don't get the coverage they deserve. Much the same 
policy is supposedly carried out by other major world powers. Why all 

the secrecy ? Well, it's quite simple. Let us assume contact was made. 

At least two thousand years of technology would be in the grasp of man- 
kind. This would give a Government unlimited power and total world 
control. The humanoid appearance of the MIB is one piece of the giant 
jigsaw. It could be that the appearance of the MIB is physically 

alterable - perhaps to cause minimal shock to any unlucky observer - 

or maybe they are trying to infiltrate our society. Although the last 
thing you'd expect an alien to look like is humanoid. Possibly they are 
humanoid. I personally believe the latter explanation. The probability 
that any life form could develop into the same species on two different 
planets in two different solar systems is extremely remote. So what 

could explain that ? Well, on a few occasions the answer has been 

staring HC etc., in the face ! According to Darwin's theory of evolut- 

ion we evolved from apes. He's probably right - but as for his missing 
link - no wonder he never found it. It lies on another planet !! Let 

us consider the needs of a growing society - take our own for example. 

A very important need for such a society is an efficient rehabilitation 
system. Prisons are overcrowded - they don't work - as a deterrent or 
anything. Crime is a social and genetic deficiency. Theoretically a 
perfect society would want to improve the living standards and breed out 
such a genetic strain. What has this to do with the MIB I hear you say, 
well compare the universe with our world - where the countries are planets 
- the sea representing space, etc., etc. A few hundred years ago Australia 
and America were colonised by the more advanced countries. Criminals 

were deported to these countries and this explains the national character 
of the ancestors living there today. Australians and Americans share 

the reputation of being pretty low down. But what about ourselves. 

Have you ever been ashamed of the fact that you are human ? Disgusted 

at the insane antics of your fellow man ? Appalled at the perversity of 
our society ? I conclude that some planet - thousands of years ago - 
colonised a desolate, savage and violent planet, with little natural 
resources and decided to free- 
load all the undesirables of their 
own society. The most well def- 
ined and common factor in all relig- 
ions from Greek mythology to Christ- 
ianity, and what religion is based 
on, is the concept of heaven and 
hell. All the good go to heaven 
and all the bad stay in hell. May- 
be we all originate from a planet 
called Heaven - which is supposed 
to be in the sky : Simoninblack. 
(Simon Littleford), 33 Woods 


Terrace, Marsden, Huddersfield. 
% * * * * * *% * * % * 


Stephen Davis of 6 Cherry Orchard 
Avenue, Halesowen, West Midlands 
sent in the following review of the 
DAPRINSNEM TLE «a «once ESS cree ys 
As usual the crowd jeered the 22 
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support bands and a massive cheer followed Headline's departure from 
the stage. A few minutes later everyone rushed to the front, either 
succeeding or getting pushed about by a bouncer (I came in the latter 
category), the giant Raven emblem came down causing one of the bigg- 
est cheers of the night to be let out. This was followed by an even 
bigger one when The Stranglers took to the stage and went right into 
‘Shah Shah A Go Go'. As the concert went on some of the older numbers 
such as ‘Hanging Around' and 'Down in the Sewer' as well as some of 
the more complex newer pieces like 'Duchess' {everyone pogoing to 
that) and 'Ice', ‘Who Wants the World' was nothing short of excellent. 
Hugh made the announcement "We are not communist, we are not fascist, 
we are not anything - and we're not the Meninblack - we're just wait- 
ing for 'em". Then they embarked on the 'B' side of 'Who Wants the 
World’ but this time with words. After that Hugh asked for a round 

of applause for the support bands "Who are doing really well on this 
tour". Of course everyone cheered. They went off after 'Genetix' 
sung by Dave Greenfield. After a few minutes of slow claps and 
Stranglers shouts they came on for the first of two encores playing 
the 'Raven' and '5 Minutes'. On the second encore only 'Peaches' was 
played - the last words "I can think of a lot worse places to be like 
‘ down in the South of France". This gained 
probably the biggest cheer of the set. 
After a thumbs-up sign from Hugh they ran 
off never to grace that stage again that 
night (of course they will do again in 
years to come). Altogether nineteen songs 
were played and I would like to thank 

The Stranglers for the best concert I've 
ever been to. 


*% *% * * * * * * * * % * * % * 


THE BRAIN EASER 


As promised in the last issue we have 
something a little easier this time in 
the nature of puzzles. Not another 
boring crossword but a boring word game. 
The word is "STRANGLERS" and what you have 
to do is work out how many words can be 
made from this word. Each letter can be 
uséd only once and we will only accept 
words which can be regarded as English 
words. Proper names are not allowed and 

" -my decision on the matter must be accepted 
as final. One over-riding rule must be that no entry will be considered 
unless it is listed in true alphabetical order. It will be impossible 
for us to assess non-alphabetical entries as we will be at it forever: 
The entry with the most words and the first thereof will win a prize 
which this time will be a collection of imports and unusual compilations 
of Stranglers' discs which are at present in the SIS archives. I would 
mention for the benefit of the hasty that there are a surprising number 
of words that can be made from the letters of the word "STRANGLERS". 
The decision on the final winner will not be made until just prior to 
the release of the next issue. : 


The winner of the last crossword is Mark Southam of 71 Willowbrook Road, 
Corby, Northants and the correct solution is as follows:- 


ACROSS: 1. PENTONVILLEPRISON. 8. THREEMILEISLAND. 11. LAD. 13. RIATA. 
15. SUS. 16. RAY. 17. OTIC. 18. LAW. 20. CAROL. 22. ATE. 23. THE- 
TRIGGER. 25. CANYON. 26. AN. 27. OF. 28. POSING. 30. EIGHTTRACK. 
33. EMI. 34. SCARE. 35. TEN. 36. TIME. 39. ARP. 40. FAH. 42. REEDS. 
44. PRY. 45. OURSECONDSINGLE. 46. EIGHTFOURFOURFOUR. DOWN: 1. PETER. 
2. NOREMARAE. 3. ONEWAYORANOTHER. 4. VEILS. 5. LEEDS. 6. EXSERT. 

7. SIDEPLAY. 9. LADD. 10. AIRCRAFTCARRIER. 12. ROWEN. 14. TART. 





17.ONRUG. 19.ATONCE. 20.CHROME. 21. 
LING, 243GREBE. .25.COTS. 28,.PETAL.- 29. 
SINGSONG. 31.RARE. 32.ARPEGGIO. 37. 
MACEIO. 38.WARN. 43.SHEAR. The nursery 
rhyme has not been spotted yet so the 
offer still stands. 


* * * * * * * % * 


Dear Suze, In the May issue of STRANGLED 
Jet wrote about freedom of the individual, 
This includes freedom of speech etc. What 
does Jet think about the legalisation of 
C.B. radio? 
If anyone wants to know more about C.B. 
radio and the situation as regards the 
government at the moment write to: 
Citizens Band Association. 16 Church Road 
St.Marks, Cheltenham, GL51 7AN. 

John Wash. 


Recently I read that a British company 

has developed the most advanced portable 
telecommunications system in the world 

and that Britain is about the only country 
in the world where you are not allowed to 
use it: I suppose that the lead will pass 
over to foreign companies who will get the 
employment benefits and reap the profits 
accrued from British inventiveness yet 
again. 





From the point of view of freedom, yes of 
course it should be legal. Cheers.......det Black. 
* * 


* % * * * * * * * * * * 


STRANGLERS INFORMATION SERVICE 
S.I.S. is a service designed to obtain answers to questions and letters 
sent to The Stranglers and to assist people wherever possible in acquir- 
ing information, records, pics., and other paraphernalia as is requested 
from time to time. 


Although Hugh, J.dJ., Dave and Jet continue to answer many letters person- 
ally, it has become a physical impossibility for them to continue answer- 
ing them all. STRANGLED will continue to reflect the views, opinions, 
subjects of interest and future plans of the band, who will be the main 
contributors. 


Readers' letters and articles for publication are most welcome and we are 
especially interested in anything rejected by the music press. We are 
prepared to accept domestic advertisements free of charge for inclusion in 
STRANGLED but do remember that it appears two monthly. 


S.I.S. is not run for profit but by enthusiasts for enthusiasts. In order 
to avoid wasteful under or over production of issues we invite your sub- 
scription which will ensure you receive STRANGLED on release day automati- 
cally and allow us to plan the required number of copies. - 


Annual subscription for STRANGLED is £3 (inc. p. & p.) UK only. 


Please enclose a stamped addressed envelope with all enquiries. Thanks. 


25, 





Role to the Moly 


I'm LOOKING FORWARD To THE YEAR oF 98 

\ EATING EACH OTHER I FEAR BEFORE THAT DATE 
oO oy No More HERoES,NO MoRE T-BoNE STEAKS 

. &P HERE WonT BE BREAD AND THE KING WILL HAVE 






NO CAKE. 


f WANT TO Rox it fo THE Moon 
WANT TO Rok it To THE Moon 


want To Rok it to tHe Moon 
want To Rok ir 10 THe Moon 


Im GONNA WATCH IT ALL THROUGH my BINOCULARS 
RESSURIZED COMPARTMENT WITH SIX INCH GLASS 
TELESCOPIC SIGHT To WATCH THE CAST 


OVLL ALL BE FAMOUS ACTING OVT youR PARIS 





Ine SEE You UP THERE IF YOU GET THE INCLINATION 


OV MIGHT FIND THAT IT CURES YOUR AGGRAVATIONS 
Pay CREATOR FACE NEW SITUATIONS 


ATICH THE HUMANS CREATE NEW FRUSTRATIONS 





Artwork. 


-ePaul Carew Stranglers' lyrics copyright April/Albion 
Music Ltd. 
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29 Lingfield Walk 
Corby 
Northants. 
Dear Stranglers, 


I would just like to thank you for the superb concert that you put on in 
Corby and take the chance to apologise for the behaviour of the stupid few 
in the audience. 


You are the only group to have shown any consideration for the youth of the 
town, in fact other than you, the Tom Robinson Band were the only other 
group to play in Corby in the last four years. This may account for some 
of the crowd's behaviour. 

Once again thanks for a great night, Walter Davidson. 24.780 


(Thank you Walter.......SUZE) 





CORBY 23rd duly 1980 Pic..Eddie Andrews 
* * % 


* * % % * * * % * 


* 


When Jet arrived at the Lyceum on July 27th he met a bloke who thrusted 
a piece of paper at him saying "will you get this printed in the next 
issue". Well.......here it isiii?: 


"Who wants the World? - The Meninblack do, so Hail to our Men, the 
Meninblack for one day they shall return to reclaim what is rightfully 
theirs - EARTH. It's just a paradise that has been Thrown Away." 

Tony Stubley July 27th 1980. 


aa. 








76 Carve Ley 
Welwyn Garden City 
Herts 


Dear Suze, I found Sean Barrie's letter about the meninblack and UFO's very 
interesting. I would like to tell you about a close encounter (of the first 
kind I think it is) that me and two of my mates had on New Year's Eve 1978. 
We were walking on a piece of wasteground near our homes when we saw a large 
glowing orange object in the sky. It was a long way off and was moving in 
a roughly west-east direction. We thought that this object was leaving a 
kind of vapour trail behind it, but as it got nearer the trail appeared to 
be pieces of the object breaking off it. The object was slowly descending 
at this time. We watched it cross the sky for several minutes but eventu- 
ally it went behind a building and we saw no more of it. I am convinced 
that this object was not an extraterrestrial craft. The nearest explana- 
tion I can give is a piece of 'space junk' breaking up, but not being an 
expert on aerial phenomenon I just wouldn't know. Sean says that people 

who report UFO's for publicity make him sick. I totally agree with hin. 

The day after we saw our UFO there was a report in the local newspaper. A 
man from a nearby housing estate claimed that he looked directly up at the 
object, seeing windows and alien creatures inside. This is utter rubbish 
because the object was miles off, not just a few roads away. I have read a 
most revealing book about the subject called "Aliens from Space" by a Major 
Donald E Keyhoe. It gives details of the US Air Force's foolish attempts to 
shoot down UFO's over the USA. It also tells of the great cover up by the 
CIA, KGB and other similar organisations. People have been threatened and 
even attacked for revealing details of their sightings to the press. I can 
see their point that some of the more bizarre UFO reports might cause panic, 
but why such a thorough cover up ? Recently I have noticed that the book 
"Aliens from Space" is no longer available on the bookshelves. I wonder why ? 
Anyway I seem to be diverging too much. The main point of my letter is that 
I would like to know if any of The Stranglers have seen any UFO's. I would 


also like to know some of their views on the UFO controversy and how they 


think they would react to a visit from the meninblack. 
Yours sincerely, David Pinner 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *% * * 


Well, Jet has seen a UFO and he has given us the following account of the 
encounter. I asked him what would he do if he met a MIB and he replied .... 
"I dunno, but I'm waiting for ‘em." 


"At the time I was staying in a house in Wiltshire that was surrounded by 
fields. I1t was after a period in the studio when the band had worked them- 
selves around to a working-at-night, sleeping-by-day, routine. Consequently 
at the time in question, which was about 3 am, I wasn't at all tired. Every- 
one else had gone to bed which was unfortunate as I was not to have a second 
witness. I have been 
reading ufology for many 
years with great interest 
and have met a few people 
who claim to have seen a 
UFO and I believe they 
were being truthful. I 
didn't bother to record 
the incident in my diary 
SO, regrettably, the pre- 
cise date has been lost, 
but it was about March 
1979. However this is 
what happened. I walked 
into the kitchen having 
decided to make a cup of 
tea. I filled the kettle 
and plugged it in. I was 
now standing in front of 








the kitchen window and I could see the stars in the night sky. I switched 
off the light in order to get a better view of the cosmos and as my eyes 
became accustomed to the darkness the magnificence of the panorama, unim- 
peded by buildings and city lights, was quite awesome. There were no 
clouds and the darkness of the countryside gave an additional intensity 
to the glow of the heavens. I scanned from galaxy to galaxy until my 
attention was drawn to one particular star that seemed to be much brighter 
than the others. I gazed at it for a few moments when I thought it was 
too bright and large to be a star so it must be a planet, maybe Venus. 
Then I realised that it was getting bigger! I gazed in astonishment, 
whilst thinking "Do I finally get to meet the MIB's?" I thought to myself 
"I'm not going to tell people I've seen a UFO unless I'm sure about it". 
I unplugged the electric kettle and made a dash to the outside so I could 
see with the naked eye, so to speak. It was still getting bigger and 
brighter. I moved from side to side trying to get the thing into persp- 
ective. The object now appeared to have stopped moving and was about the 
size of a tennis ball at arm's length. I couldn't make out any form or. 
detail of the object. It was simply a bright light, intensely bright. t% 
looked just like a star does but much bigger. There were trees on the 
horizon and the object seemed to be hovering above them. I tried to guess 
the distance of the object and thought it was about three to four miles 
away but that was simply a guess. Although it appeared to be above the 
trees I couldn't make out any reflection of the light on them. It could 
possibly have been a hundred miles away but nevertheless my impression was 
that it was three or four miles distant. The object had been stationary 
for about a minute or two when suddenly it shot upwards a foot or so which 
at that distance must in reality have been hundreds of feet. What now I 
thought. A few moments later it moved down again and then receded from 
me at what I would call an incredible speed. Within a few moments it had 
returned to its original 'star' size and then it simply disappeared. I 
waited anxiously for twenty minutes or so hoping for a re-appearance but 
it was not to be. Precisely what I had seen is something I am not sure 
of. However, I am quite sure that it was not an aeroplane or a helicopter 
* 


* * * * * * or a weather balloon or a firework. It 
BACK ISSUES was quite simply an unidentified flying 
object. <A UFO. Jetinblack. 
fhe following back issues of ey m * * Pm *- * f ¥ 


STRANGLED are available at 
30p per copy plus postage 
and packing. 


VOL. 1 VOis= 2° 
No. 1 (Photocopy) No. 1 
No. 4 No. 2 
No. 6 

No. 7 

No. 8 

French edition No.5 

Prices including postage and 
packing are as follows: 


CODY «s5s0 a0 0 aeee ess 45p 
COPIES... eesccccvece 78p 
COPLEGs hess ce easees 1s TTD 
eopless ssa ee vcauss - Je 520 
GOPLES. cbs sce crcccses 1292p 
COPLES. covcccccccvve 2.27p 


AN PWNhM = 


HH HH HH HH RH RH HH HH 








=_—— a 


THE ADDZ 


WANTED — ORIGINAL GRIP SINGLE IN PIC SLEEVE AND ANY ALBUM ADVERTISING 
POSTERS, ETC. HOWARD BAXTER, 40 BEECHFIELD ROAD, MILNROW, ROCHDALE, 

LANCS 0116 4EU. TELEPHONE - ROCHDALE 56374. 

BILL (18) WANTS TO MEET ANY FEMALE STRANGLED READER (16-19) FOR STRANGLERS' 
GIGS AND OTHER LONG, INTERESTING CULTURAL EVENTS. WRITE C/O 34 LOWER 
SLOANE STREET, LONDON SW1 8AN. BILL DOWDELL. 

WANTED — RAVEN T-SHIRT FROM LAST TOUR. (RED RAVEN HEAD IN CIRCLE). MINT 
CONDITION. SMALL. DETAILS TO GAZ, 26 PEAR TREE ROAD, GREAT BARR, 
BIRMINGHAM B43 6HY. 

PEACHES RADIO PLAY VERSION WANTED AND OTHER PROMOS ALSO STRANGLED VOL. 1 
NO's 1,2,3,5. WRITE WITH WOT U GOT TO - IAN HODGKINSON, 1 BIRDCROFT LANE, 
ILKESTON, DERBYSHIRE DE7 4BE. 

WANTED - 12" STRAIGHTEN OUT AND GREY FLEXI. PHONE IAIN AT COATBRIDGE 23750 
AFTER 6 pm. (1 AM UNAWARE OF THE EXISTENCE OF THESE DISCS. CAN ANYONE TELL 
ME ANYTHING ABOUT THEM ?797?7 ...... s,? SUZEES 

FOR SALE —- LPs - SUBS 'BLUES' - £3. BUZZCOCKS 'KITCHEN' —- £2, CARS 'CANDY 
O' - &2 OR SWAP FOR ANY STRANGLERS' SINGLES OR PRESS CUTTINGS 1976-1978. 
CONTACT BAZ, 177 GRAMPIAN WAY, SUNDON PARK, LUTON, BEDS LU3 3 HS. 

WANTED - CUTTINGS, INFO, ETC., FOR PROJECTS ON THE STRANGLERS, KRAFTWERK, 
ULTRAVOX, TOYAH, C.VOLTAIRE NUMAN, HUMAN LEAGUE, SIOUXSIE, MAGAZINE, BOWIE, 
~ WRITE TO - A. NEILSON, 89 DRIP ROAD, STIRLING, SCOTLAND FK8 1RN. 

WANTED — CUTTINGS 1976, '77 ETC., AND POSTERS, OLD STRANGLED MAGAZINES, TOUR 
PROGRAMMES, INFORMATION ETC., 12 BALMORAL ROAD, FAREHAM, HANTS OR PHONE - 
FAREHAM 284883. GOOD CASH PAID. 

WANTED - PEACHES ORIGINAL PIC COVER. I HAVE A FEW RARITIES I AM PREPARED TO 
SWAP OR WILL PAY FOR IT. PLEASE CONTACT ROGER KASPER, 5 PIRRIP CLOSE, CHALK, 
GRAVESEND, KENT DA12 2ND. 

S EX .......... NOW THAT YOU'RE INTERESTED, READ ON. I AM INTERESTED IN 
OBTAINING ANY RARE STRANGLERS' MATERIAL - IMPORTS, DELETIONS, PROMOS, DEMOS, 
AUTOGRAPHED RECORDS ETC. SEND YOUR OFFERS TO -— ROBERT M JARVIS, 111 DRUM- 
GLASS, GRAIGAVON, CO. ARMAGH, N.IRELAND BT65 5BB. TSL -— (0762) 41952. 

AN ISRAELI GUY FOND OF NEW WAVE (ESPECIALLY STRANGLERS) WOULD LIKE TO CORRES 
SPOND WITH PEOPLE VO LIKE THE SAME, FROM ALL OVER THE UNIVERSE. WRITE TO - 
NIR-TOMER, 20 DE-HAAZ STREET, 62666, TEL AVIV, ISRAEL. 

FOR SALE — SPEX 'DAYGLO' -— ORANGE £6. COMPLEX 12” —- 
3+ 4 — &5 SACH. SQUEEZE - GREEN FLEXI. . SLAP + TIC (RED) C + M 'MONY 
MONY', OFFERS. WANTED DESPERATELY - STRANGLED 1 - 5 (VOL. 1). ‘WRITE (SAE 
APPRECIATED) TO - D. ALLEN, 19 BARTON ROAD, NUNEATON, WARWICKSHIRE CV10 7BN. 
WANTED -— ANY SHEET MUSIC OR BOOKS OF STRANGLERS. ALSO ORIGINAL PRACHES. 
MUST BE GOOD CONDITION, GOOD PRICES PAID. JAMES CCLEMAN, 75 CULZBAN PLACE, 
PENNYBURN, KILWINNING, AYRSHIRE, SCOTLAND. 

WANTED — ONE ORIGINAL MINT CONDITION 'CHOOSEY' IN BXCHANGE FOR TRIANGULAR 
JccG 'GIMMIX' OR VERY RARE COSTELLO 'LIVE AT HOLLYWOOD HIGH' EP. SAE — "THE 
MIDNIGHT RAMBLER", 236 NORTHAMPTON ROAD, ‘YELLINGBOROQUGH, NORTHANPTONSHIRE. 
"SPIKE P" OF 21 THORNET WOOD ROAD, BICKLEY, KENT OULD LIKE TO SAY THAT 
WR.1.>." ARS AN EXCSLLENT BROMLEY PUNK BAND ! 

WANTED — OLD STRANGLEDS, STRANGLERS' CUTTINGS, REVIEWS ETC., ESPECIALLY 
REVIEWS OF RATTUS, HEROES, B & W AND X-CERTS. IF YOU WANT TO GIVE 'EM AWAY 
FOR NOTHING PHONE RICHARD WRIGHT ON (051) 531 7324 OR WRITE TO - 46 KENYONS 
LANE, LYDIATE, MERSEYSIDE L37 OBR. 

WANTED — STRANGLERS' RARITIES, CUTTINGS ETC. WILL SWAP (OR SELL) SKIDS & 
SQUEEZE VINYLS, FLEXIS, DOUBLES, NUMAN 12". MANY OTHERS. ALSO WANTED PIC 
DISCS. ANTHONY CULLEN, 52 BRANTHWAITE CLOSE, BLACKBURN, LANCS. TEL — 667384. 
FOR SALE - MOST OF THE STRANGLERS' SINGLES. ALL PIC COVERS. TEL — MARTIN AT 
COVENTRY 468507 OR WRITE TO 199 FIR TREE AVENUE, TILE HILL, COVENTRY cU4 9FL 
ENCLOSING SAE. 

FOR SALE OR SWAP -— GARY NUMAN AUTOGRAPHED COPY OF CARS. OFFERS OR SWAP FOR 
STRANGLERS' RARITIES. WRITE TO DAVE ANSELL, 16 THE CRESCENT, WEST MOLESEY, 
SURREY KT8 8RB ENCLOSING SAE. ' 

FEAST IN THE GARDEN, GRIMSBY'S ONLY FANZINE, ISSUES END AUGUST 30p INC P&P, 
FEATURES STRANGLERS AT CORBY REVIEW, FROM 54 LORD STREET, GRIMSBY STH, HUMBS. 
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MORE ADDZ 


JIM AND BRUCE FROM PENICUIK IN SCOTLAND COULD YOU CONTACT PAUL AT ARMADALE 
31400 GIVING YOUR FULL NAME AND ADDRESS, TELEPHONE No. ETC. IF YOU ARE 
WONDERING WHO WE ARE, WE WERE THE THREE BOYS AT THE BACKSTAGE DOOR AT THE 
PLAYHOUSE AND THEN WE WENT- TO THE KENTUCKY. 

OLD STRANGLED VOL. 1 - 1977-78, CUTTINGS, BADLY NEEDED FOR PROJECT. CHRIS 
CONNELLY, 65 CARTMEL CRESCENT, CHADDERTON, LANCS, OL9 8DA. 

17 YEAR OLD MALE STRANGLED READER (SIMON) WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM ANY FEMALE 
OF SAME KIND. OTHER MUSICAL TASTES INCLUDE PIL, TOYAH ETC. SIMON RUDD. 47 
SOCHI COURT, EDINBURGH PLACE, CHELTENHAM, GLOS. 

WANTED - STRANGLERS' RECORDS OR TAPES, SEND INFORMATION FOR A REPLY T0: 59 
YEWDALE ROAD, CARLISLE, CUMBRIA, CA1 75N. 

WANTED - CENTRE PAGE SPREAD OF JJ IN THE CHRISTMAS EDITION OF N.M.E. 1978 
ALSO A JJ BURNEL 'EUROMAN COMETH’ CONCERT BADGE. PLEASE NAME YOUR PRICE. 
MUST BE IN GOOD NICK! - MISS S. STIRLING, 195 WIGTON ROAD, MORTON, CARLISLE 
CUMBRIA CAZ 6JY. 

NOEL McHUGH OF 27 DRUMGLASS WAY, DUNGANNON, COUNTY TYRONE, N.IRELAND, B171 
4AG WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM ANYONE WHO WAS AT THE ULSTER HALL GIG ON THE 4TH 
- OCTOBER 1979. ALSO ANYONE WHO HAS ANY PICS OF THE STRANGLERS PLEASE. 

WANTED - STRANGLED READERS WHO WANT TO WRITE TO OTHER READERS AND SWAP TAPES 
AND SINGLES ETC. DROP A LINE TO IAN THORPE, 161 SHANLISS ROAD, SANTRY, 
DUBLIN 9, EIRE. 

HEATHER FROM EALING - PLEASE COULD YOU WRITE TO ME AS I'VE GOT TO CONTACT 
YOU URGENTLY. TONY FROM KENT WHO YOU MET OUTSIDE THE LYCEUM ON 24TH JULY 
1980. TONY STUBLEY, 49 GRANVILLE ROAD, SHEERNESS, KENT, ME12 101. 

"AUNT ETHEL'S JUST BEEN DECAPITATED"” IS THE FIRST TAPE FROM FIBREGLASSTOAD 
A TWO PIECE BAND DISPLAYING THE ULTIMATE IN MUSICAL AND UN-MUSICAL TALENT. 
FIBREGLASSTOAD HAS NO WORDS TO DESCRIBE THEM, THEY HAVE TO BE HEARD 70 BE 
BELIEVED. AUNT ETHEL'S JUST BEEN DECAPITATED IS AVAILABLE FROM PETE, 19 
AILSA ROAD, COATBRIDGE, SCOTLAND, ML5 SHW AT THE LOW COST OF £1.20 (INC. 
P&P) CHEQUES AND P.O's PAYABLE TO PETER RILEY. 

WANTED - PHOTOS, ARTICLES, OLD STRANGLED MAGS, ALSO DISCS:- 'WALK ON BY- 
TITS-MEAN TO ME', ‘CHOOSEY', MUTATIONS ‘YOU BETTER BELIEVE ME' AND 'MONY 
MONY'. JEAN FRANCOIS GUYARD, 10 RUE DE LA POTEINE, 77620, EGREVILLE, FRANCE. 
FOR SALE - POSTERS, ARTICLES AND RECORDS:~ CLASH, PISTOLS AND DAMNED. 

JEAN FRANCOIS GUYARD, 10 RUE DE LA POTEINE, 77620, EGREVILLE, FRANCE, 

I'VE WRITTEN AROUND SIXTY SONGS. I PLAY DRUMS. I CAN PLAY SOME STRANGLERS' 
TRACKS. I WANT TO FORM A BAND LIKE THE STRANGLERS AND NEED GUITAR/VOCALIST, 
BASS/VOCALIST AND KEYBOARD PLAYER. I WOULD LIKE MUSICANS ABLE 10 SPEAK/SING 
IN FRENCH BECAUSE MY ENGLISH ISN'T TOO GOOD. JEAN FRANCOIS GUYARD. 10 RUE DE 
LA POTEINE, 77620, EGREVILLE, FRANCE. 

WANTED - STRANGLERS' DEMO'S AND A MEDIUM LARGE ‘BLACK AND WHITE' ?-SHIRT/ 
S-SHIRT....IN EXCHANGE FOR RARE U.S. JAPANESE AND FRENCH IMPORTS AND RARE 
BRITISH DISCS AND PHOTOS (LIVE) (ALL STRANGLERS) ALSO ANY IRISH STRANGLERS' 
FANS PLEASE RING ME (NEIL). ALL DETAILS AT (DUB) 985944 DUBLIN, IRELAND. 
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We get loads of mail which consists of questions and merchandise orders all 
in one. As the mail has now reached enormous proportions it is necessary to 
direct questions to one desk and orders to another. So, please in future 
address your letters as follows: letters requiring answers only address to 

._ SIS (Info) and letters requesting goods address to SIS (Merchandise). If 
you need to write to both departments please use two pieces of paper as opp- 
osed to one letter containing loads of questions mixed-up with orders for 
‘this and that' which means that only one person can deal with the letter at 
a time. This small favour will make us much more efficient)<ta, <SUZE. 

KERR HEH HE ERE EKHHEKHHEHEHEHHEHHH KIHE HHEHTEETE TEE E E TE TEE FETE TE HE TEE ETE IESE SE HE FE TE IE HE 4 GE 
LYRIC SHEETS At long last we are able to supply the lyrics to any Stranglers’ 
song at the nominal printing cost of 10p per song. Please include an s.ace. 


with your order. 
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Help, help, help. We need help, drop us a line or call in if you can offer 


even occasional help. In any case personal callers are always welcome. . 
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Pouce. “MARIKSMEN 
PLCIOENTALLY SHOOT 
16 YERR OLD GIRL ........ 


L, TIMES. 


TUSTICE ? 


